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ABSTRACT 

Describing the abstract as a summary is accurate, but is also an understatement. 

Generally, an abstract contains the thesis of research conducted, the methods through 

which the thesis was tested, the findings of the research, and any final thoughts. An 

abstract should be as succinct as possible, and readers should not have difficulty 

comprehending the purpose of the research. 

According to the APA, abstract length is limited to 120 words. Abstracts longer 

than 120 words may be truncated when included in databases, limiting searchability. The 

information included in an abstract depends on the type of paper. A report of an empirical 

study should contain a statement of the problem, subjects, method, findings and 

conclusion. 
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